Follow-up of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center patients treated on National Cancer Institute Treatment Referral Center protocol 9103: paclitaxel in refractory ovarian cancer.
To examine the short-term and long-term results of paclitaxel therapy in patients with advanced heavily pretreated, cisplatin-refractory ovarian cancer. The results of treatment for patients entered onto National Cancer Institute (NCI) Treatment Referral Center protocol 9103 at the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC) were reviewed to evaluate toxicity, efficacy, and survival. Of 46 individuals with measurable disease treated on the protocol at MSKCC, the objective response rate was only 4%. However, the 2- and 3-year survival rates for all 103 patients (including both measurable and nonmeasurable populations) entered onto this study at MSKCC were 18% and 11%, respectively. Twenty-one percent of patients received > or = six courses of paclitaxel, which suggests treatment-related stabilization of disease may have had a greater impact on the natural history of the malignancy than indicated by the objective response rate. This experience supports the hypothesis that a more prolonged delivery of paclitaxel (ie, > six courses), a cell-cycle-specific cytotoxic agent with limited or no cumulative toxicity, may result in an improved therapeutic outcome in ovarian cancer. This concept will need to be tested in a randomized phase 3 clinical trial.